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Doing  Things 
in  Rural 
Schools 


THE  rural  schools  have  waked 
up.  Even  the  most  com- 
placent citizen,  with  only  a 
half-hearted  interest  in  educational 
matters,  cannot  come  into  contact 
with  the  rural  school  movement 
without  becoming  enthusiastic  about 
the  efforts  which  these  schools  are 
making  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
needs  of  their  communities. 

Though  the  equipment  of  a  ma- 
jority of  one-room  country  schools 
is  not  what  it  should  be,  every  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  turn  these 
plants  to  all  possible  educational 
uses — just  as  in  city  schools  in  re- 
cent years.  Consolidation  of  groups 
of  country  schools  is  even  providing 
many  districts  with  almost  all  of 
the  city's  educational  equipment. 

No  one  gasps  with  wonder  nowa- 
days  to  find  that  the  use  of  a  Bab- 
cock  milk  tester  is  being  taught 
along  with  the  "three  R's."  The 
school  authorities  of  Page  County. 
Iowa,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
milk  tester  was  important  enough 
in  education  to  be  made  as  perma- 
nent a  part  of  the  sehoolhouse 
equipment  as  the  blackboards. 

A  Schoolboy  at  87 

THIS  same  county  offers  prizes 
each  year  for  the  best  homemade 
road  drag,  and  for  the  best  stretch 
of  road  kept  in  repair  by  the  school- . 
bovs  of  the  county.  When  the  con- 
test  is  going  forward,  the  travelers 
along  the  Page  County  roads  see 
large  red  placards,  on  which  is  an- 
nounced the  fact  that  this  boy,  or 
that   one.   is   keeping  in  repair  the 


stretch  of  road  beginning  or  ending 
at  this  particular  point.  The  toad 
commissioner  makes  awards. 

In  Kentucky,  where  so  much 
vitally  important  work  is  being  car- 
ried forward  in  the  rural  schools, 
Mrs.  Cora  Wilson  Stuart  has  done 
wonders  with  children  and  parents. 
Not  only  do  the  children  grow  and 
can  tomatoes,  cook,  sew,  raise  prize 
acres  of  potatoes,  corn,  and  alfalfa, 
make  ax  handles  and  model  farm 
buildings,  and  engage  in  the  regu- 
lar study  work  of  schools;  the 
parents,  too,  come  to  the  log  cabins, 
young  and  old  alike,  to  learn  read- 
ing, writing,  and  the  rudiments  of 
a  simple  education.  Two  years  ago 
the  oldest  pupil  in  Mrs.  Stuart's 
county  was  but  eighty-four.  This 
year  Uncle  Martin  Sloan,  of  Tabor 
Hill,  eighty-seven  years  of  age,  is 
proud  to  be  known  as  "a  Rowan 
County   Schoolboy." 

Training  for  Usefulness 

THE  new  rural  high  schools,  which 
are  being  established  in  several 
progressive  States,  are  not  a  whit 
behind  the  elementary  schools  in 
usefulness  to  their  communities.  At 
Lowville  in  New  York  there  is  a 
high  school  which  has  worked  won- 
ders in  training  the  boys  and  girls 
of  the  town  and  outlying  districts. 
In  this  school  there  is  a  general 
course,  an  agricultural  course,  and 
a  course  in  domestic  science.  Eng- 
lish, chemistry,  physics,  mechanics, 
agriculture,  and  domestic  science 
are  all  linked  intimately  together. 
The  students  devise  mechanism;-; 
such  as  the  average  farmer  wouLl 
have  at  his  disposal ;  they  work  out 
reenforced  concrete ;  make  model;; 
of  bridges  and  barns;  forge  their 
tools,  and  learn  to  use  machine  tools. 
The  girls  who  complete  the  domes- 
tic science  course  have  been  thor- 
oughly trained  in  the  arts  of  home 
making  and  housekeeping. 

Scott  Nearing. 


A   lesson  in  gardening  to  a  one-room  school  A  class  in  cooking  in  a  country  high  school 

The  apron  shown  above  won  a  rural  schoolgirl  a  prize  as   "the  best  in  Iowa  " 


